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For those you who know me, you know that the Godfather is my favorite movie. 
In one of the memorable scenes from the movie, Hyman Roth tells Michael 
Corleone that “this is the business we’ve chosen.” Some businesses like ours have 
inherent hazards and risks.  
  
Rea D. Jones, 59, of Washington, died Monday, March 10, 2014, in Monongahela 
Valley Hospital as a result of injuries sustained in a fall through the roof of a 
building he was inspecting. 

  
Rae, was a graduate of Vale National’s Residential Estimating program, and was a 
CR Certified Restorer an accomplishment of which he was very proud. 
  
In 1981, he started FireDEX of Washington as a franchise. An innovator in realizing 
the strong role that franchising would play in insurance repair he later bought the 
franchise and became a licensee. 
  
He realized the value and importance of industry education, Rae was in the 
second class of Certified Restorers. Rae Jones, Pete Consigli, Phil McLaughlin and I 
tightly bonded in our CR class study group. 
While common place today, Rae was the first person I knew who invested in a 
large water damage box van, fitted with truckmounted extraction equipment and 
storage racks for drying equipment. A system which he purchased from Bob 
Bonwell, Advantage Marketing in Indianapolis, the innovator of the box truck 
water damage emergency response vehicle concept. 
FireDEX was the first full service restoration company in Western Pennsylvania. In 
1987, he was one of three partners and president of HJM Enterprises doing 
business as FireDEX of Pittsburgh. 
  
Following the sale of FireDEX of Washington to Inrecon LLC of Michigan, he 
remained as general manager at its Houston office. Most recently, he was owner 
of RDJ Consulting LLC and co-owner of Jones and Sons Rentals LLC. 
  



Rae Jones was serving on Chartiers Township Planning Commission, at the time of 
his death. He was a former member of Chartiers Township Zoning Hearing Board, 
was a past volunteer for Washington City Mission and served as a national 
volunteer staff manager for Promise Keepers in Denver, Colo., from 1994 to 2001. 
  
He enjoyed shooting sports, hunting, golf and spending time with family and 
friends riding side-by-side ATVs. 
  
On May 3, 1975, he married Janice Bernett, who survives. Also surviving are two 
sons, Michael and Brian and three grandchildren. 
  

Rae was a loyal and longtime member of the Restoration Industry Association, an 

organization that was very near and dear to him. To Rae’s many friends and 

colleague in the cleaning and restoration industry, a great way to remember Rae 

is by making a donation in his honor to the Restoration Industry Legal Fund (RILF 

or The Fund) which is taking action to invalidate patents related to heat drying 

that have negatively affected its members and the entire industry. To donate and 

learn more about RIA and the RILF go to the website which is 

restorationindustry.org or call 800-272-7012. 

 
 

 


